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“The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States
of America, When in the Course of human events, it
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bands which have connected them with another, and to
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's
God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.”

Declaration of Independence
July 4, 1776
Accessed through National Archives Catalog
https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://catalog.archives.gov/

The
GEORGIA

Studies Book
Our State and the N’rin
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“After the French and Indian War, the American
colonies prospered. Still, colonists were growing
restless under British rule. In particular, they didn’t
like the way the mercantile system forced them to
trade only with Great Britain. More and more,
Americans wanted freedom to make or grow whatever
they wished and to sell to whomever they pleased. A
few colonists began ignoring British laws and carried on
smuggling (illegal trade) with French, Dutch, and
Spanish merchants.”

The Georgia Studies Book: Our State and the Nation

“Chapter 8: The American Revolution and Georgia
Statehood”

Written by Edwin L. Jackson and Mary E. Stakes

Published by Carl Vinson Institute of Government,
University of Georgia in 2004

Pg. 114



EXPLORE THIS ARTICLE

Contents

Violence in the
Backcountry

Battle of the Rice Boats
Three Invasions of Florida
Return of the British Army

Whig Government in
Augusta

Siege of Savannah
Fall of Charleston
Two Battles of Augusta

Whig Government
Restored

Evacuation of Savannah

referred to as "patriots,” though the British thought of them as "rebels."
Tories were also called "loyalists.”

— T
Seven Natural Ten Major Civil
Wonders of War Sites in
Georgia Georgia

Though Georgians opposed British trade regulations, many hesitated to
join the revolutionary movement that emerged in the American colonies in
the early 1770s and resulted in the Revolutionary War (1775-83). The
colony had prospered under royal rule, and many Georgians thought that
they needed the protection of British troops against a possible Indian
attack.

Georgia did not send representatives to the First Continental Congress
that met in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1774. The Congress asked all
colonies to form a group, called the Association, to ban trade with Britain.
Georgia delegates gathered in a provincial congress in Savannah on
January 18, 1775, to discuss whether to join the Association, and to elect
representatives to the Second Continental Congress. Those who were
elected declined to go to Philadelphia, however, because the delegates
were divided on the action to be taken. St. John Parish, acting alone, sent
Lyman Hall to the Second Continental Congress.

News of the battles of Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts caused
many Georgians who were wavering in their allegiance o join the radical
movement. A group called the Sons of Liberty broke into the powder
magazine in Savannah on May 11, 1775, and divided the powder with the
South Carolina revolutionaries. Those who resisted royal government
were usually called "Whigs," and those who remained loyal to the king
were known as "Tories." Whigs were also




“Georgia did not send representatives to the First
Continental Congress that met in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, in 1774. The Congress asked all colonies to
form a group, called the Association, to ban trade with
Britain. Georgia delegates gathered in a provincial congress
in Savannah on January 18, 1775, to discuss whether to join
the Association, and to elect representatives to the Second
Continental Congress. Those who were elected declined to
go to Philadelphia, however, because the delegates were
divided on the action to be taken. St. John Parish, acting
alone, sent Lyman Hall to the Second Continental
Congress.”

“Revolutionary War in Georgia”
New Georgia Encyclopedia
Written by Edward J. Cashin
Published on March 26, 2005
Last edited on October 11, 2016

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-
archaeology/revolutionary-war-georgia



http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/savannah
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/lyman-hall-1724-1790
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/revolutionary-war-georgia
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/revolutionary-war-georgia
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Revolutionary War Drum
Georgia Historical Society Artifact Collection
Catalog Number: A-1361-107






A new map of the British Dominions in North America,
with the limits of the governments annexed thereto by
the late Treaty of Peace, and settled by Proclamation.

Map.
Drawn by Thomas Kitchin
October 7, 1763
Accessed through the Library of Congress
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3300.ar010301/



https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3300.ar010301/

GEORGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

VoLuME C | NuMmBER 2 | 2016

EST. 1917




“In the battle of Briar Creek, the first serious American
attempt to thwart Britain’s southern military plans failed.
It was similar to other formal battles in that American
soldiers served in both of the opposing lines, and that the
Patriot forces suffered from a dearth of professionally
trained Continental soldiers and their dependence on
poorly trained and equipped militia...it was only one among
many major British victories in formal battle in a war that
Great Britain lost. It did contribute to Georgia having the
distinction of being the only one of the states to revert -
however temporarily-to colonial status.”

“Civil War in the Midst of Revolution: Community
Divisions and the Battle of Briar Creek, 1779”

Written by Robert S. Davis
Georgia Historical Quarterly
Vol. C, No. 2, 2016
Published by the Georgia Historical Society
Pg. 137-138



GEORGIA
and the

REVOLUTION




“On February 13, unconscious of danger and perhaps even
careless, Boyd [British Army Colonel] halted on the north
side of Kettle Creek near present town of Washington...The
American raiders surprised the resting British army and
overran the camp while their horses were out to graze and
the men were slaughtering cattle. The raiders killed more
than a hundred of the enemy, including British Commander
Boyd, and routed the rest. This was the state’s [Georgia]
first success against the invaders, and the battle quickly
became a symbol of Georgia’s opposition to British Rule.”

Georgia and the Revolution
“Occupied Georgia”
Written by Ronald G. Killion and Charles T. Waller.

Published by Atlanta: Cherokee Publishing Co., Atlanta in
1975.

Pg. 56-57






“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

Article. I.

Section. 1.

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a
Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a
Senate and House of Representatives.”

United States Constitution
September 17, 1787
Accessed through National Archives Catalog
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1667751



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1667751
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“Article. Il.

Section. 1.

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the
United States of America. He shall hold his Office during
the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as
follows

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature
thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the
whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which
the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator
or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or
Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an
Elector.”

United States Constitution
September 17, 1787
Accessed through National Archives Catalog
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1667751



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1667751




“Article Ill.

Section. 1.

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in
one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the
Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The
Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold
their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated
Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which
shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.

Section. 2.

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and
Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the
United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made,
under their Authority...”

United States Constitution
September 17, 1787
Accessed through National Archives Catalog
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1667751
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“Article. VII.

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be
sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution
between the States so ratifying the Same...

Attest William Jackson Secretary

done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States
present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and
of the Independence of the United States of America the
Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed
our Names,

G”°. Washington
Presidt and deputy from Virginia

Georgia

William Few
Abr Baldwin”

United States Constitution
September 17, 1787
Accessed through National Archives Catalog
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1667751
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"WASHINGTON'S

IGENERAL

NATHANAEL GREENE AND
THE TRIUMPH OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

TERRY GOLWAY




“Congress, Washington wrote, had given him the power to
appoint a new commander for the southern army...
Nathanael Greene, the self-taught soldier from Rhode
Island, had been offered the most important command of
the war, short of becoming commander in chief. The
enemy’s finest general, Lord Cornwallis, was marching
through the South, returning Georgia and South Carolina to
the king’s rule and preparing to do the same in North
Carolina...Greene accepted the impossible assighment.”

Washington’s General: Nathanael Greene and the
Triumph of the American Revolution

“Chapter 1: The Quaker General”
Written by Terry Golway
Published by Holt, Henry & Company, Inc. in 2006
Pg. 9






“Charleston Jany. 14" 1780-
Dear Sir

Enclosed | have sent you a copy of certificates
given me for sundry articles provisions etc. etc., delivered
the Allied Army which before the lines of Savannah in
September 1779 immediately after the surrender of this
town to the British. | gave the original certificates to
General Lincoln who promised to have settled and paid, but
the communication between Philadelphia and this place
being totally stopped have not heard from him...

| have to request that you will make
particular enquiry of General Lincoln or any officer who
may have the papers belonging to this department in their
possession for them, and use every method to obtain
the money, in case you should obtain it | must request you
to lay it out or do with it as will turn out best for my
interest.- in case nothing can be done to the northward
with them please to find or keep them until | can
receive them without risque.

Myself and daughter present our compliments
| am your obed. Serv.
Abigail Minis”

Letter by Abigail Minis
Georgia Historical Society, Minis Family Papers, MS 518



